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A Brief Study of the Analogy of Clothing in the Christian Position and Practice 
Colossians 3:12 

BGT 12 VEndu,sasqe ou=n( ẁj evklektoi. tou/ qeou/ a[gioi kai. hvgaphme,noi( spla,gcna oivktirmou/ crhsto,thta tapeinofrosu,nhn 
prau<thta makroqumi,an( 13 avneco,menoi avllh,lwn kai. carizo,menoi e`autoi/j eva,n tij pro,j tina e;ch| momfh,n\ kaqw.j kai. o` 
ku,rioj evcari,sato u`mi/n( ou[twj kai. u`mei/j\ 

NKJ 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 
13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ 
forgave you, so you also must do. 

 
REVIEW 

If then you were raised with Christ, 

• Be Seeking the Above Things (Col 3:1) 

• Be Thinking the Above Things (Col 3:2) 

• Put to Death Sinful Motivations (Col 3:5-7) 

• Put Off Sinful Actions (Col 3:8-10) 

1. When Is It To Be Done?  Now (not later). 
2. Who Is To Do It?   I am responsible to do this. It is my job, not someone else’s job. 
3. What Is To Be Done?  Take off, set aside (immediate, decisive action) 
4. What Is It To Be Done To? 

a. I Am to Remove Sinful Uses of Emotions 
1) Anger (ovrgh,n – orgēn): chronic anger  “growling” 
2) Wrath (qumo,n – thumon):  overflowing anger “exploding” 
3) Malice (kaki,an – kakian):  vengeful anger  “hurting” 

b. I Am to Remove Sinful Uses of Speech 
1) Blasphemy (blasfhmi,an – blasphemian):   derogatory or injurious speech 
2) Filthy language (aivscrologi,an – aischrologian):  dirty or immoral speech 
3) Lying (yeu,desqe – psuedesthe):    dishonest or inaccurate speech 

 
THREE REASONS WHY THESE CHANGES ARE SO IMPORTANT TO MAKE: 
I. Because you have put off the old man with his deeds 
II. Because you have put on the new man 
III. Because all stand equal in Christ 

A. No possibility 
B. No partitions (ways of classifying humanity into two categories) 

1. racial, national, ethnic (Greek, Jew) 
2. religious, ritualistic (Circumcised, Uncircumcised) 
3. cultural, educational (Barbarian, Scythian) 
4. social, economic (Slave, Free) 

 
Paul’s Connecting Command: 

• Therefore – because of, or based upon what I just stated 
• Put on – cloth yourself with – command (more next week on this) 
• As – with the characteristic quality of 

“Because you are these things, obey my command with the characteristics of such people” 
“You do what I tell you in a way that reflects what your standing in Christ as elect, holy, and loved people” 

 
THREE STANDINGS THAT WE HAVE IN CHRIST THAT WE MUST UNDERSTAND IN ORDER TO LIVE RIGHTLY 

1. ELECT – As Chosen Ones – We are to live as those that have been chosen by God (Unearned Privilege) 

2. SAINTS – As Holy Ones – We are to live as those that have been made holy by God (Unearned Purity) 

3. BELOVED – As Loved Ones – We are to live as those that God has placed His love upon (Unearned Care)  
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Therefore, “Clothe Yourself” (aor imp middle) 

A Brief Study of the Analogy of Clothing in the Christian Position and Practice 
1. Past “Clothing” – What Has Already Been Put On 

a. Believers Have Been Clothed with Power From Above 
Luke 24:49 "Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are 
endued with power from on high." 
kai. Îivdou.Ð evgw. avposte,llw th.n evpaggeli,an tou/ patro,j mou evfV u`ma/j\ u`mei/j de. kaqi,sate evn th/| po,lei e[wj ou- evndu,shsqe evx u[youj 
du,naminÅ 

b. Believers Have Been Clothed with Christ 
Gal 3:27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
o[soi ga.r eivj Cristo.n evbapti,sqhte( Cristo.n evnedu,sasqeÅ 

c. Believers Have Been Clothed with the New Man 
Col 3:10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who 
created him, 
kai. evndusa,menoi to.n ne,on to.n avnakainou,menon eivj evpi,gnwsin katV eivko,na tou/ kti,santoj auvto,n( 

2. Present “Clothing” – What Needs to Be Put On Now 

a. Clothe Yourself with the Armor of Light 
Rom 13:12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let 
us put on the armor of light. 
h` nu.x proe,koyen( h` de. h`me,ra h;ggikenÅ avpoqw,meqa ou=n ta. e;rga tou/ sko,touj( evndusw,meqa Îde.Ð ta. o[pla tou/ fwto,jÅ 

b. Clothe (x!) Yourself with Christ 
Rom 13:14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 
avlla. evndu,sasqe to.n ku,rion VIhsou/n Cristo.n kai. th/j sarko.j pro,noian mh. poiei/sqe eivj evpiqumi,ajÅ 

c. Clothe Yourself with the New Man 
Eph 4:24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and 
holiness. 
kai. evndu,sasqai to.n kaino.n a;nqrwpon to.n kata. qeo.n ktisqe,nta evn dikaiosu,nh| kai. o`sio,thti th/j avlhqei,ajÅ 

d. Clothe (x!) Yourself with the Whole Armor of God 
Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
evndu,sasqe th.n panopli,an tou/ qeou/ pro.j to. du,nasqai u`ma/j sth/nai pro.j ta.j meqodei,aj tou/ diabo,lou\ 

e. Clothe Yourself with the Breastplate of Righteousness 
Eph 6:14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 
sth/te ou=n perizwsa,menoi th.n ovsfu.n u`mw/n evn avlhqei,a| kai. evndusa,menoi to.n qw,raka th/j dikaiosu,nhj 

f. Clothe (x!) Yourself with Christian Conduct 
Col 3:12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, 
meekness, longsuffering; 
VEndu,sasqe ou=n( w`j evklektoi. tou/ qeou/ a[gioi kai. hvgaphme,noi( spla,gcna oivktirmou/ crhsto,thta tapeinofrosu,nhn prau<thta 
makroqumi,an( 

g. Clothe Yourself with the Breastplate of Faith and Love 
1 Thes 5:8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet 
the hope of salvation. 
h`mei/j de. h`me,raj o;ntej nh,fwmen evndusa,menoi qw,raka pi,stewj kai. avga,phj kai. perikefalai,an evlpi,da swthri,aj\ 

3. Future “Clothing” – What Will Be Put On 
We Will Be Clothed with Immortality 
1 Cor 15:53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this 
corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." 
Dei/ ga.r to. fqarto.n tou/to evndu,sasqai avfqarsi,an kai. to. qnhto.n tou/to evndu,sasqai avqanasi,anÅ o[tan de. to. fqarto.n tou/to evndu,shtai 
avfqarsi,an kai. to. qnhto.n tou/to evndu,shtai avqanasi,an( to,te genh,setai o ̀lo,goj ò gegramme,noj\ katepo,qh ò qa,natoj eivj ni/kojÅ 


